GREAT PLAINS DISPATCHER

LOOKING BACK

By Michael M. Bartels

FIFTY YEARS AGO

The Oct. 14, 1962, Wichita Eagle had
an article on Union Stockyards, which
was marking its 75th anniversary. It
opened on 17th Street on Oct. 18,
1887, and burned after the close of its
first day of business. It was rebuilt but
moved in 1889 to its present location
adjoining the packing plant on 21st
Street.

SIXTY YEARS AGO

The Oct. 2, 1952, Wichita Eagle had a
long article about the centennial of the
Rock Island, to be celebrated Oct.
10th.

SEVENTY YEARS AGO

The city commission yesterday
granted permission to the Metals Re-
serve Co., an agent of the War Produc-
tion Board. to take up and salvage any
remaining old streetcar tracks. It was
estimated one and a half miles of rails
were still in the streets of Wichita.
(Wichita Eagle, Oct. 13, 1942)

NINETY YEARS AGO

Missouri Pacific is repairing engines
from other divisions to keep the local
shops busy. Three per week can be
handled from other divisions. A total
of 136 are employed. (Wichita Eagle,
Oct. 3, 1922)

An average of 1,266 cars of freight per
day were handled by the MoPac at

Wichita during September. (Wichita
Eagle, Oct. 10, 1922)

The Arkansas Valley Interurban sta-
tion at Van Arsdale, junction of the
main line and Newton branch, burned
last Friday (Oct. 13th). (Wichita Eagle,
Oct. 14, 1922)

The contract has been let to rebuild the
station at Van Arsdale. Dodson Ce-
ment Products of Wichita also has a
contract to replace all other stations in
the future using concrete board con-
struction. The stations will be stan-
dardized and will be finished with ga-
bled roofs and fire retarding shingles.
(Wichita Eagle, Oct. 27, 1922)

Fifty new engines ordered by the Mo-
Pac will be operating along the Wich-
ita Division before the end of Decem-
ber. (Wichita Beacon, Oct. 14, 1922)

The Oct. 18, 1922, Eagle reported
plans by railroads to enlarge and im-
prove facilities at North Wichita.

AVT has applied for a second time to
discontinue service from Newton to
Bethel College. A hearing will be Oct.
19th. (Wichita Beacon, Oct. 18, 1922)

The AVI carried more than 1,000
teachers from Wichita to Hutchinson
yesterday for the teachers' meeting.
Nine extra trains were operated, one
being made up of a fast express motor
carrying an Orient passenger coach
and a Frisco chair car. (Wichita Bea-
con, Oct. 20, 1922)

The Oct. 22, 1922, Wichita Eagle had
a tongue-in-cheek article about good-
bye kissing at Union Station. It also
had an article about Wichita as a rail-
road center. Fares purchased last year
were about $1.5 million, compared
with $42,690 in 1875. Between 125
and 130 trains arrive and leave Wich-
ita daily.

The new franchise granted by Arkan-
sas City and Winfield to the new own-
ers of the streetcar lines in those cites
was accepted by the company Oct.
21st. The new company will be known
as the Arkansas City, Winfield and
Northern, George Theis Jr. president.
The lines are badly run down and need
considerable rehabilitation. (Wichita
Beacon, Oct. 23, 1922)

Equipment costing over $8,000 has
recently been received by the AVI and
will allow the company to make all of
its own repairs. A new switch track is
also being installed to the city shops of
the company to facilitate added traffic.
(Wichita Eagle, Oct. 24, 1922)

H.E. Chubbuck said the Wichita Rail-
road and Light Co. will put double
tracks on the Douglas Avenue bridge
as requested by the city and then tear
down the old pile street railway bridge.
The city will widen the bridge to 56
feet and charge the company $150 a
month rental to put tracks on the
bridge. (Wichita Beacon, Oct. 25,

(Continued on page 5)
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~GREAT PLAINS ,
kA Transportation
THE MISSION OF
THE GREAT PLAINS
TRANSPORTATION
MUSEUM

To be THE Railroad Museum
Of Kansas.

Dedicated to record and exhibit the
importance of railroad transportation
in the human, agricultural, commercial
and industrial heritage of Wichita,
Kansas and the Great Plains.

To showcase that heritage with an
“Action Display” of rail equipment
operation. Giving visitors an exciting
learning experience through motion,
set in an unique, historic and scenic
urban location.

To enhance the action display with
significant and appropriate railroad
locomotives, rolling stock, equipment
and structures; through interpretive
displays, dioramas, exhibits and me-
dia; and educational and community
programs.

The GREAT PLAINS DISPATCHER
is the official monthly newsletter of
the Wichita Chapter, National Railway
Historical Society, Inc. and the Great
Plains Transportation Museum, Inc.
Members receive the DISPATCHER
as part of their membership. All mate-
rial submitted for publication should
be submitted by the 25th of the month
for publication in the next months
DISPATCHER. Submissions may be
sent to the editor at: editor@gptm.us,
316-744-7259 or 700 E. Douglas,
Wichita, KS 67202-3506

OCTOBER NRHS PROGRAM

The October program will be the Kan-
sas City Chapter exchange program.
Ed Conrad will present on the Mis-
souri Pacific Railroad. The meeting
will be held Fri., October 19, at the
Great Plains Transportation Museum,
700 E. Douglas, Wichita. Meeting
time is 7:30 pm.

There will be the 6:00 p.m. informal
dinner gathering at the Riverside Cafe,
739 W. 13th, Wichita before the meet-
ing.

NRHS PROGRAMS FOR 2012

November: This is the Civil War
Railroads of the North program. It
will be held at the Toy Train Club
located at 130 S. Laura St., in Wich-
ita. The presenter will be Dr. Chris
Gabel, Professor of Military History at
the Army Command and General Staff
College and he will speak on Civil
War northern railroad generalship.

December: Annual slide free-for-all.

OTHER EVENTS

Oct. 5-6 — Missouri Pacific Hist. Soc.
Convention, North Little Rock, AR.
WWW.mopac.org

Oct. 6-7 — Wichita Toy Train Club
Meet, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Christ the
King Church, Wichita

Oct. 20-21 — Western Kansas Train
Show, Ellis Co. Fairgrounds, 1343

Fairmount Rd. Info: Kevin Keeler,

417-838-5615

Nov. 14 — Joplin Museum Complex
Train Show, Joplin Museum Complex,
7th & Schifferdecker Sts., 9-3. Info:
rickgardner@sofnet.com

Nov. 17-18 - Boot Hill Model Railroad
Show, Ford Co. 4H Bldg, Wright Park,
Dodge City, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-4. Info:
Robert Simmons, ras@odsgc.net

Dec 1-2 - Oklahoma City Model Rail-
road Show; Travel and Transportation
Building at the Oklahoma City Fair-
grounds.

Feb. 9-10, 2013 - Wichita Train Show
& Swap Meet; 9-6 Sat., 11-4 Sun.
Cessna Activity Center. Info: Phil Ayl-
ward, 316-830-3498.

NEWTON’S 1ST STREET
BUNKHOUSES
By Sam Andrews

The Santa Fe Bridge & Building gang
at Newton built a pair of bunkhouse
living quarter structures in 1926, with
a 3rd building added in 1930, which
provided rent free living for area track
department workers and their families.
These structures were located on west
1st street in Newton just east of the
Fred Harvey buildings (which still
stand).

Prior to the bunkhouses being built,
Guadalupe Church erected a small
chapel on the property site in 1920.
This remained in use until a much lar-
ger modern chapel opened in 1960
several blocks to the south.

During 1938 the city purchased a tract
of land from the railroad between the
church and living quarters for the site
of'a 3.6 million gallon ground level
water storage tank built by Rhodes
Construction. For a number of years,
the city kept some goats in the fenced
lawn around the tank to chew up the
grass. Newton High School is home of
the Railroaders. The school logo, with
a steam engine puffing a black steam
cloud, decorates the tank to let every-
one proudly know Newton is a town of
railroad tradition.

After the bunkhouses were built, they
were never upgraded or improved, be-
coming a eyesore after being vacant
for several years until being torn down
sometime after 1960.
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RAILROADING IN WICHITA |week completed its first year’s resi- Francis avenues vacated north of 25th
OCTOBER 1912 dence in Wichita. to 29th street and also cross streets
By Fred Tefft including 23rd, 24th, 26th, 27th, and
October 15 29th streets. City is asking Santa Fe to
October 1 Superintendent Lewis of the Wichita | give it 30 feet of land along the right of

Midland Valley Railroad built into
Wichita almost a year ago. Talk of ex-
tending it northwest to Colorado.

Orient Railroad is laying nearly a mile
a day of track in Texas and last night
was just 22 miles from Ft. Stockton,
which should be reached by their trains
within three weeks.

October 2

The street car company will soon put
in a “Y” at the end of the Mt. Carmel
line, after which that line will be oper-
ated in connection with the Fairmount
line. No change will be made in the
schedule, but the cars on the Mt. Car-
mel end of the line will be better than
those now in use.

October 4

While the street railway company is
rebuilding the wye on the West River-
side line, through cars are being run to
North Riverside. Some street work is
being done in front of the Riverside
club, so the street railway is taking
advantage of the opportunity to rebuild
the wye. Stub cars are being run from
Nims and Franklin to West Riverside.
The north line has been getting stub
service.

October 9

Seven carloads of cement, sand and
rock are being put into the ground
daily to build the retaining wall for the
elevated tracks the Santa Fe will run its
trains over entering and leaving Wich-
ita when the Union station is done.
About 150 cars have gone into the wall
so far and before the work is done at
least 1000 carloads will have been
used. The wall is built for 300 feet and
for a space much greater the footing is
in place on top the piling already com-
pleted.

The Midland Valley the end of the

Railroad and Light company estimates
that 250,000 people rode the cars dur-
ing the Fall Festivities.

October 18

During the next three months the entire
double track street car line on Douglas
Avenue is to be rebuilt from Main
Street to Santa Fe Avenue. During this
time stub car service will be main-
tained on lines east of the construction
area, etc.

October 20

Frisco brought 100 laborers from
Joplin to help in laying the heavy steel
on the road from Augusta into Wichita.
They began two miles east of Leon and
are now several miles this side of Au-
gusta. With heavy 75 pound steel in
place of the present roadbed, the road
will be in a position to run heavier
trains at faster speed and with greater
safety.

October 23

Advertisement by Wichita Railroad
and Light Company:

During the repaving of the tracks on
East Douglas avenue, between Main
street and the Santa Fe depot, which
has been ordered by the city commis-
sion, we will be compelled to cut the
service on the following lines.: College
Hill and West Side; Pattie and Waco;
Cleveland and Fairmount. College
Hill, Cleveland, Pattie avenue and
Fairmount cars will switch back at
Market street. There will be a street car
operated from Main street to Emporia
avenue as long as possible.

October 26

Deal being arranged for city to vacate
streets in area of Santa Fe’s new yard
site north of city in return for “Fe giv-
ing the city a strip of land parallel to
Lawrence avenue to widen it.” Santa
Fe wants Topeka, Emporia, and St.

way north of 21st to 25™ street, since
Lawrence avenue is now but about 30
feet wide between these two streets.

October 27

Orders to start pouch mail service on
Arkansas Valley Interurban from
Wichita to Newton received at local
post office from post office department
at Washington yesterday. Service will
commence November 1.

Advertisement by Wichita Railroad
and Light Company correcting errors
in previous advertisement on October
23, 1912.

First paragraph unchanged.

College Hill, Cleveland, Pattie Avenue
and Fairmount cars will switch back at
the Santa Fe tracks. West Side and
Waco Avenue cars will switch back at
Market Street.

Third paragraph unchanged.

October 28

Santa Fe track elevation activity be-
came marked yesterday. Four gangs
were worked full blast, continuing the
building of a retaining wall, digging up
sewer mains, excavating for the track
bed and laying an additional track to
run trains over when others have been
taken up. The retaining wall has been
completed past Second street and is
being pushed south with rapidity. All
is in readiness on the new union station
to fill the forms for the basement part
of the pillars and the first floor forms
with concrete. Nearly 100 men from
Mexico brought in by the Santa Fe to
work on its track elevation gangs.

Dr. Edward N. Tihen's Notes from Wich-
ita Newspapers, Special Collections and
University Archives, Wichita State Uni-
versity Libraries
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50 YEARS AGO
Road Numb 5011 3768
IN THE DISPATCHER ooC TmPeT
Cylinder and 30” X 34” 28" X 32"
Except for some minor editing of punctuation and word Stroke
form, the news items below appear verbatim from the 1962 Sriver Diameter 1 727 30"
newsletter.
Steam Pressure 310# 300#
RAILWAY NEWS: Virtually all stock of The Midland : :
E Weight 538,000# 499,600#
Valley Railroad will be sold to the Texas & Pacific Rail- ngln.e e8
way under an agreement reached by executives of the two || Tractive Effort 93,000# 66,000#
companies. ’ , Built by Baldwin | 1944 1937 (The date
Charles E. Ingersall, president of the Muskogee Rail- should be 1938, ed.)

way Co., Muskogee, Okla., owner of the Midland Valley,
and J. P. Suggs, president of the Texas & Pacific agreed in
Dallas, Texas on sale of Muskogee stock in these railroads
for $9.5 million.

Muskogee holds 99 percent of the stock in the Midland
Valley, the Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf, and Oklahoma
City-Ada-Atoka Railroads. The three lines operate as one
system from Denison, Texas to Fort Smith, Ark., and
Wichita and Baxter Springs, Kansas.

The proposed sale is subject to the approval of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission.

The Santa Fe Railway said recently it plans to spend
$20 million for new passenger cars and specialized freight
cars.

This new expenditure will include 24 passenger cars of
the high-level type, now in use on the “El Capitan”, and
750 freight cars.

Some orders already have been placed with the Pacific
Car and Foundry and General American Transportation.

S. F.No. 5011 TO MOVE OUT

Santa Fe locomotive No. 5011, which has been in the
Wellington roundhouse for about a year, will begin its jour-
ney to The Museum of Transport in St. Louis, Mo., accord-
ing to word received by President Bill Bain this week.

Mr. McGaffon, AT&SF Ry. roundhouse foreman in
Wichita called president Bain early this week stating that
this locomotive would begin its journey next week and
gave a tentative schedule for this journey. On Thursday,
October 18 the locomotive will be unveiled and put on dis-
play in Wellington, Kansas and then move on to Wichita
where it will be displayed on South St. Francis Street all
day Friday, October 19, (7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.).

After that it will be displayed in Newton, Emporia, and
Topeka, then at Kansas City and Jefferson City, Missouri
and finally at St. Louis in the Museum.

(The remaining paragraphs of this story do not contain
specific information but do include thank yous and well-
wishes for the display days.

A table followed, comparing the 5011 with the 3768
now on display at the Great Plains Transportation Mu-
seum.)

This issue of the DS also included a full-page ad for a
rail fan tour on the Santa Fe which was to be on Saturday,
the 20™. The trip was from Wichita to Pratt and return.
This would be the last daily round trip mixed train out of
Wichita. Fare would be $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for chil-
dren. (If only a train trip such as that would run again.
Sigh.)

Santa Fe 5011 is now under shelter at the St. Louis

Museum of Transportation . June 4, 201 1.
Photo by Fred Tefft
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LOOKING BACK
(Continued from page 1)

1922; Wichita Eagle, Oct. 25, 26,
1922)

The first of 15 new streetcars arrived
this morning and will be unloaded at
once. All are now in transit from St.
Louis. (Wichita Beacon, Oct. 26,
1922)

Work on re-shouldering the tracks of
the Midland Valley between Wichita
and Muskogee, Okla., has been going
on for the past two weeks and will
probably continue until the first of the
year. More than 200 teams are being
used. (Wichita Eagle, Oct. 26, 1922)

MoPac will erect an $80,000 brick ma-
chine shop, 120 by 160 feet, southwest
of the present shops at 25th Street,
which will allow heavy engine repairs
to be made here instead of taking them
to out-of-town shops. Work will begin
the first of the year. (Wichita Beacon,
Oct. 28, 1922; Wichita Eagle, Oct. 29,
1922)

Falling leaves make streetcar rails slip-
pery, with need to keep a sand car on
the job constantly. It takes about seven
tons of sand to cover the system and
the sanding lasts for three or four
hours. (Wichita Beacon, Oct. 31, 1922)

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Work is proceeding at a rapid pace on
the Player Piano building, which is
being converted for residential use.
That construction also requires
changes to the museum, which will
include a new roof and air condition-
ing system.

Also, the museum has started work to
improve the grounds. A retaining wall
is being built on the west where the
corridor track rises. This will stabilize
the northwest corner of the property.

More to come...

A good time was
had by all that
attended the picnic
this year. Thanks
to Steve Corp and
Joyce Hutchinson
for food and plan-
ning, Dalene Deck
for the live steam,
and all other con-
tributors, making
the outing a suc-
cess.

Photos by Fred

Tefft

Sept. 17, 2012 saw a rare train on the industrial spur between Wichita and El
Dorado, the former MP line to Fort Scott. The train made two trips from Wich-
ita to Benton, occupied by UP employees, families, and other invited guests.
Shown here, westbound past Greenwich with UP 8676 / Business car Chey-
enne / Dome coach Challenger / Chair car City of Salina/ UP 8750.

Photo by Fred Tefft
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