
50 YEARS AGO 
 

Rock Island day trains Nos. 27 and 28, 
once known as the Texas Rocket, 
Oklahoma Rocket and Kansas City 
Rocket, made their last runs between 
Wichita and Fort Worth, Texas, Dec. 
24, 1962. Service continued between 
Wichita and Kansas City, combined 
with Nos. 39 and 40 east of Herington, 
until Jan. 16, 1964. No. 27 arrived at 
1:25 p.m. and left as No. 28 at 3:16 
p.m. (Wichita Eagle, Dec. 1, 7, 25, 
1962) 
 
Arkansas City on Jan. 2nd will mark 
the 83rd anniversary of the arrival of 
the first passenger train on Jan. 2, 
1880. It remained end of the line until 
track was extended south six years 
later. The first regular passenger train 
left for the south on Nov. 29, 1886. 
(Wichita Eagle, Dec. 23, 1962) 
 
60 YEARS AGO 
 

Robert Bruce Campbell, 77, died in 
Mesa, Ariz., Dec. 6th. For years he 
had been president and manager of the 
Arkansas Valley Interurban. (Wichita 
Eagle, Dec. 8, 1952) 
 
70 YEARS AGO 
 

A 5-cent cash bus fare will go into ef-
fect as soon as the city commission 
passes the necessary ordinance, it was 
announced today. It will last for the 
duration. About 360,000 tokens are in 
circulation but because of increased 
population and ridership the supply is 
inadequate. The government won't 

release metal to produce more. 
(Wichita Eagle, Wichita Beacon, Dec. 
29, 1942) 
 
The Wichita Transportation Co. an-
nounced Dec. 29, 1942, it would begin 
immediately a program to train women 
as bus drivers. Approximately 25 
buses are now standing idle owing to a 
shortage of manpower. Also the city 
commission adopted an emergency 
ordinance providing for collection of a 
2 percent license tax on gross receipts 
in place of the graduated 1 percent 
franchise now paid. This is because of 
the bus company's increasing volume 
of business and extensive use of streets 
and sidewalks. It is retroactive to last 
Jan. 1st. (Wichita Eagle, Wichita Bea-
con, Dec. 30, 1942) 
 

80 YEARS AGO 
 

The Wichita Transportation Co. has 
carried almost 75 million passengers 
since its last fatal accident on Oct. 11, 
1927. (Wichita Eagle, Dec. 11, 1932) 
 
Arkansas Valley Interurban trains be-
gan operating over the company's new 
terminal tracks to the Rock Island de-
pot in Hutchinson Dec. 20, 1932. An 
ad listed seven round trips daily at 
two-and-a-half-hour intervals. Time to 
Hutchinson was one hour and 40 min-
utes. (Wichita Eagle, Dec. 18, 20, 
1932; Wichita Beacon, Dec. 11, 18, 
1932) 
 
Two streetcar lines were renamed to 
avoid confusion. Fairmount was re-

named "University of Wichita" and 
University was renamed "Friends Uni-
versity." Name boards on the cars 
were changed Dec. 19, 1932. (Wichita 
Eagle, Wichita Beacon, Dec. 18, 1932) 
 

90 YEARS AGO 
 

The Dec. 3, 1922, Beacon had a long 
article with history and facts about the 
Wichita street railway system. 
 
Wichita Railroad and Light Co. is 
building a new siding between Ninth 
and 10th streets on Cleveland Avenue 
at a cost of $2,500, as the wait necessi-
tated at the Seventh Street siding while 
the car ahead went to 12th Street and 
back delayed service. The company 
now has 61 cars in operation. (Wichita 
Eagle, Dec. 12, 1922) 
 
The Dec. 18, 1922, Eagle had an arti-
cle about two runaway Mogul engines, 
one Midland Valley and one Orient, 
that ran unattended from the Orient 
roundhouse area to the Midland Valley 
main line and then north across Doug-
las Avenue until they crashed into 
freight cars on the joint track of the 
Arkansas Valley Interurban and Mis-
souri Pacific and were halted. Both 
were running backward, the Orient 
engine being pushed by the Midland 
Valley one. 
 
Only six out of 44 cities of 50,000-
100,000 population have a 5-cent 
streetcar fare. This includes Wichita. 
(Wichita Beacon, Dec. 18, 1922) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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THE MISSION OF 
THE GREAT PLAINS 
TRANSPORTATION 

 MUSEUM 
 

To be THE Railroad Museum  
Of Kansas. 

 
Dedicated to record and exhibit the 
importance of railroad transportation 
in the human, agricultural, commercial 
and industrial heritage of Wichita, 
Kansas and the Great Plains.  
 
To showcase that heritage with an 
“Action Display” of rail equipment 
operation.    Giving visitors an exciting 
learning experience through motion, 
set in an unique, historic and scenic 
urban location.  
 
To enhance the action display with 
significant and appropriate railroad 
locomotives, rolling stock, equipment 
and structures; through interpretive 
displays, dioramas, exhibits and me-
dia; and educational and community 
programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The GREAT PLAINS DISPATCHER 
is the official monthly newsletter of 
the Wichita Chapter, National Railway 
Historical Society, Inc. and the Great 
Plains Transportation Museum, Inc. 
Members receive the DISPATCHER 
as part of their membership. All mate-
rial submitted for publication should 
be submitted by the 25th of the month 
for publication in the next months 
DISPATCHER. Submissions may be 
sent to the editor at:  editor@gptm.us, 
316-744-7259  or 700 E. Douglas, 
Wichita, KS 67202-3506 
 

DECEMBER  

NRHS PROGRAM 
 
Slide-Free-For-All.  For our viewing 
pleasure bring slides or digital images 
or movie excerpts on a DVD.  A slide 
projector, a computer, a DVD player, 
and a computer projector will be avail-
able.  Bring your digital images on a 
CD (preferred) or on a jump drive. 
 
The meeting will be held Fri., Decem-
ber 21, at the Great Plains Transpor-
tation Museum, 700 E. Douglas, Wich-
ita. Meeting time is 7:30 pm. 
 
There will be the 6:00 p.m. informal 
dinner gathering at the Riverside Cafe, 
739 W. 13th before the meeting. 
 
In December we will have the election 
of officers for 2013.  The vice-
president, secretary and treasurer posi-
tions are vacant. 
 

NRHS PROGRAMS FOR 2013 
 
January:  Open. Available for a taker. 
February:  GPTM Annual Meeting 
March:  Open. Available for a taker. 
April:  Topeka Chapter Exchange Pro-
gram 
May:  Santa Fe Steam Locomotive 
Development by Bob Walz 
June:  Open. 
July:  Annual Platform Meeting 
August: Open 
September:  Chapter Annual Picnic 
October:  Kansas City Chapter Ex-
change Program 
November:  Confederate Railroads 
Generalship by Chris Gabel 
December:  Annual Slide Free-for-All 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

Dec. 29 & 30 (Sat & Sun 10-4) - Great 
Train Expo, Overland Park Interna-
tional Trade Center, 6800 W. 115th St. 
Overland Park, KS 
 
Feb. 9-10, 2013 - Wichita Train Show 
& Swap Meet; 9-6 Sat., 11-4 Sun. 

Cessna Activity Center. Info: Phil Ayl-
ward, 316-830-3498. 
 
Mar. 16-17. Great Train Expo, Wichita 
Century II. 
 

WICHITA CHAPTER NRHS 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 
 
Recorded by Fred Tefft 
 
GPTM, 700 E Douglas, Wichita, KS 
Nov. 10, 2012; 10:30 AM 
 
Present were David Meek, President; 
J. Harvey Koehn, Director, acting Vice 
President; Fred Tefft, Editor, Histo-
rian. 
 
Meeting called to order by President 
Meek. 
 
Reading of Minutes: No minutes, sec-
retary absent. 
Treasurer’s Report: No report, treas-
urer absent. 
 
Old Business: 
Discussion about upcoming programs.  
Harvey advised us that the position of 
Director has changed to Chapter Rep-
resentative. 
 
New Business: 
Slate of officers for 2013: 
President – David Meek 
Vice President – Open 
Chapter Representative – JH Koehn 
Secretary – Open 
Treasurer – Open 
 
There was a discussion about increas-
ing the attendance at chapter meetings. 
This will be discussed at a chapter 
meeting. 
 
The need for folding chairs was raised. 
Cost will be $25-30 a chair, about 20 
will be needed. It was agreed that new 
chairs were needed and to research and 
address the subject at the next meeting. 
 
Motion was made to adjourn, sec-
onded and passed.  



The county commission will not trans-
fer ownership of the Douglas Avenue 
bridge to the city. This means the city's 
plans for moving the streetcar tracks to 
the bridge has been blocked. (Wichita 
Beacon, Dec. 29, 1922) 
 

RAILROADING IN WICHITA  

DECEMBER 1912 
By Fred Tefft 

 

December 4 

The Rock Island has ballasted its track 
between Wichita and Caldwell to per-
mit a speed of 60 m.p.h. and is con-
tinuing the work north of Wichita to 
Florence. This will allow a faster speed 
for the Firefly, which is now one of the 
fastest trains in the West. 
 
Discussion of extension of the Empo-
ria avenue car line south two or per-
haps three blocks at South End Route 
Table meeting last night. 
 

December 5 

After a score years of service, the 
Santa Fe freight house, a landmark in 
the Wichita yards, is to be torn down 
to make way for the elevated tracks. A 
gang of men began yesterday to tear 
away the wooden platform on the side 
of the warehouse. It is intended to have 
the old freight house entirely out of the 
way before the winter is over, but the 
razing is to be done piecemeal. When 
the platform is cleared away workmen 
will begin on the warehouse. This will 
not be immediately however, because 
the Wichita Union Terminal Railway 
company, which has offices in the 
building, has stored in the warehouse 
sacks of cement to be used in the con-
struction of the depot and elevation. 
The north portion of the building with 
the offices will remain until spring, 
when it will be necessary to destroy 
that also to complete the grading of the 
elevation site. 
 
Officials of Western Railway and 
Light company, owners of Wichita 

Railway company (sic) in Wichita yes-
terday to inspect the car lines and 
shops. Included H. E. Chubbuck, vice-
president and manager of the com-
pany; E. A. McNutt, Montreal, and J. 
E. Oldham, Boston, stockholders; 
Ralph Carley, Peoria, Illinois, operat-
ing engineer; and A. M. Patten, man-
ager of the Wichita Railroad and Light 
company. They came from Topeka. 
 

December 7 

Missouri Pacific will build a repair 
shed and three additional repair tracks 
at 25th street, so that repair work on 
cars can be carried out more exten-
sively during the winter months. This 
results from their good experience dur-
ing the summer in converting stock 
cars into salt cars, so that they wish to 
extend the work into the cold winter 
months. The shed will be 400 feet long 
by 80 feet wide and with the new 
tracks will cost $5000. 
 

December 9 

The plan of the Santa Fe Railroad to 
widen North Lawrence Avenue above 
21st Street may be blocked by twelve 
maple trees on the east edge of the 
property belonging to David Kailer, 
2403 North Lawrence, where the rail-
road wants a fifteen foot strip. Mr. 
Kailer has threatened to go to the Su-
preme Court before allowing his prop-
erty to go into a street. 
 
December 12 

The Geuda Springs Townsite and Min-
eral Water Company has gone into 
receivership. It was organized two 
years ago by Wichita men and officials 
of the Midland Valley Railroad. 
 
Snow will be cleared from the tracks 
of the Arkansas Valley Interurban 
Railway by a snow plow for the first 
time this winter. Last winter snow was 
cleared from the tracks by hand shov-
els. A steel shovel was fixed to the 
work car in the Wichita repair shop 
yesterday. 
 
Note saying the Wichita Railroad and 

Light company has refused to extend 
the car line on South Emporia avenue. 
 

December 13 

Last of the old 56 pound rails on the 
Frisco were replaced four miles east of 
Wichita on December 11, so the whole 
505 mile line between here and St. 
Louis is now laid with heavy steel rails 
varying from 70 to 90 pounds, allow-
ing the new heavy freight locomotives 
to make regular trips over the line. 
 

December 19 

West Wichita is pleased with the ac-
complishment this year of the long 
awaited lowering of the grade of the 
Wichita and Western Railroad, done in 
connection with paving of Seneca from 
University to McCormick. 
 
December 24 

Two new sand pumps operated by 
large electric motors ordered by Kan-
sas Construction Company to supply 
sand for fill for new union depot track 
elevation. Two 150 h.p. motors and 
two ten inch sand pumps to be in-
stalled on sand boats in the river by 
February 1st. Sand previously drawn 
from river by steam pumps and by mo-
tor pumps from 35 to 50 h.p. and none 
with larger than eight inch pumps. The 
two new ten inch pumps will throw an 
average of 110 to 120 yards of sand an 
hour and will use $5000 to $6000 of 
electricity in a year. 
 
Wichita Railroad and Light Company 
giving 138 sugar cured hams and pails 
of lard for Christmas -- one of each to 
each married man in employ of com-
pany. They arrived yesterday and were 
stacked in back of building on South 
Main Street occupied by the street car 
company. 
 

December 29 

Forms for the roof of the main building 
of the new Union station were being 
erected Saturday and pouring of con-
crete for the pillars will probably begin 
Monday The old freight building is 

LOOKING BACK 
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about torn down and bids on the old 
passenger depot, express office, and 
telegraph office buildings will be 
asked for at once. 
 
Street car fare five cents or book of 24 
tickets for $1.00. 
 

December 31 

Forms for the abutments of the over-
head bridges at 2nd Street and 1st 
Street were put in yesterday. As soon 
as those are completed, the elevated 
tracks will be built across them. 
 
Workmen have commenced building 
the Douglas avenue front of the union 
station. 
 
Dr. Edward N. Tihen's Notes from 
Wichita Newspapers, Special Collec-
tions and University Archives, Wichita 
State University Libraries   
 

WR MILLING 
By Sam Andrews 

 
The Wall-Rogalsky Milling Company 
in downtown McPherson has been a 
steady flour mill operation for over 
100 years. Founded by John Wall and 
Herman Rogalsky, milling of flour 
began in 1906. Built next to a Santa Fe 
branchline, the two businessmen se-
lected McPherson for their mill site so 
as to have shipping access to more 
than one railroad. For much of the 20th 
century the town was served by four 
railroads.Just two now remain. Rail 
service for WR Milling is provided by 
Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad. 
 
A large share of products made by the 
firm is the WR name brand of retail all 
purpose flour and pancake mixes that 
can be purchased at selected area gro-
cery stores. Bulk bakery flour is also 
milled that ships by rail to locations 
nationwide. Many years ago WR had a 
small fleet of leased airslide hopper 
cars lettered Wall-Rogalsky Milling 

Company. The cars have long since 
been retired. 
 
In addition to the downtown milling 
plant, WR owned four small grain ele-
vators in McPherson plus others at 
four nearby towns. 
 
Kansas City based Cereal Food Proc-
essors acquired WR Milling in March, 
2000. This became one of the last in-
dependent small business flour mills in 
the country to merge with a large mill-
ing chain. Cereal Foods also operates a 
large mill in Wichita. 
 

NRHS DUES 
 
If you have not received your dues 
notice from NRHS, please contact 
David Meek at 263-0944. 
 

WICHITA TOY TRAIN CLUB 
 
WTTC is now up and running at their 
new location: 130 S. Laura St., Wich-
ita. They are open the Second and 
Fourth Weekends of the month and 
hours are as follows:  
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Sunday - 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

UNION PACIFIC NEWS 
 
MARYSVILLE DEPOT 
 
Talks about the acquisition and resto-
ration of the once majestic depot have 
ended.  
 
Union Pacific had planned to donate 
the depot to the city, and sell the land 
surrounding  the depot to the city for 
$125,000. Of this, only $30,000 had 
been raised. 
 
A larger problem came when environ-
mental issues were unearthed by the 
KDHE. With neither the city or the 
railroad willing to pay the cleanup 
costs, the city council voted to end ne-
gotiations.   
Marysville Advocate, Nov. 14, 2012 
 
RETURN OF A BIG BOY? 
 
Union Pacific has confirmed rumors 
that they have been talking with an un-
named party about returning a Big Boy 
locomotive to operational status. 
Which one of the seven remaining is 
unknown. 
Trains News Wire 

RAILROADING IN WICHITA  

DECEMBER 1912 
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Wall-Rogalsky Milling, Mcpherson, KS. Date unknown 
Photo from Penny Postcards, www.usgwarchives.org/special/ppcs/ppcs.html 
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50 YEARS AGO  

IN THE DISPATCHER 
By J. Harvey Koehn 

 

THE LOCOMOTIVE  

COWCATCHER 
 
The volume of archived ‘Dispatchers’ 
I am custodian of does not have the 
December 1962 issue.  However, last 
month I did not succeed in submitting 
something from the November 1962 
issue, so here it is now.  This one is 
about the locomotive cowcatcher. The 
article below is verbatim, with a few 
minor modifications. 
 
The first cowcatcher for locomotives 
bore no resemblance to the familiar 
triangular plow that bears the name 
today. (Obviously this is discussing 
steam locomotives and not diesel elec-
tric locomotives. ed.) The earliest 
“catcher” on railroad engines was a 
contraption designed to do just that…
catch cows.  That it worked only too 
well on its first trial testified to the ur-
gent need for which it was invented.  
Cattle promenaded along the railroads’ 
right-of-way cleared through rural 
American [sic] of the 1830s as if they 
had a legal right to be there – which 
the courts decided they did, for the 
lack of fencing.  It was up to the rail-
roads to protect themselves.  Since a 
bumped animal usually rolled under 
and derailed the light engines of that 
day, the master mechanic of the Phila-
delphia & Reading devised a scheme 
to pick up the animal and carry it 
along.  Across an engine front he 
spaced two horizontal bars bristling 
with long stout spikes.  A stray bull 
was impaled on this lethal weapon so 
firmly that the carcass had to be pulled 
off by another engine.  Plainly, some-
thing better was required.  Within a 
few years railroaders developed the 
slant-sided, plow like “pilot” – still 
commonly called cowcatcher, though 
more accurately a cowthrower.  It 
tossed countless cattle aside during the 
half-century of slaughter, cheerfully 

abetted by farmers who planted worn-
out animals on the tracks and dunned 
claim agents for two or three times 
their value.  Its toll is almost negligible 
today…except at auto grade crossings. 

While not a cowcatcher, the snowplow on this Santa Fe steam locomotive 
looks formidable and not doubt would have dislodged any bovine stuck in a 
snowdrift.  This setting is labeled as being at Garden Plain.  This photo is 
from the GPTM collection. 

Evolution of the cowcatcher, upper left 
clockwise. 1. The John Bull had one of the 
earliest, wood construction. (US Library of 
Congress) 2. This unidentified 10 wheeler’s 
pilot was built of wooden slats. (David Ste-
venson Collection) 3. This MP 10 
wheeler’s pilot was built from salvaged 
boiler tubing and had footboards for 
switching. 4. MP 6001 sports a cast steel 
pilot with a coupler cover. (3&4 Fred Tefft 
Collection) 
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